Paget's disease: a case in point.
Paget's disease (PD) is the second most common bone disease in older adults, yet many clinicians are unfamiliar with it and may not consider it a diagnostic possibility. This article uses a case study to introduce the topic of Paget's disease. The definition, incidence, and etiology of PD is addressed. Normal bone physiology is defined in contrast to the pathophysiology of PD. Patient history, laboratory tests, and imaging studies are summarized with regard to the diagnosis of PD. Treatment options are discussed including pharmacologic management and prognosis. The article concludes with implications for nursing care of the patient with PD.